
 

WHOLE SCHOOL OVERVIEW  
MUSIC 

 

 

  Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

C
yc

le
 A

 

EY Happy and you know it 
Christmas Performance 

Songs  
Busy in the Garden      Growing Rhythms  Space  Under the Sea 

Y1/2 Hey You! 
Rhythm in The Way 

We Walk / Banana Rap 
In the Groove Round and Round Your Imagination 

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay 

Y3/4 Let Your Spirit Fly! Glockenspiel Stage 1 Three Little Birds The Dragon Song Bring Us Together 
Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 

Y5/6 Living on A Prayer Classroom Jazz 1 
Make You Feel My 

Love 
The French Prince of 

Bel-Air 
Dancing in The Street 

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay 

C
yc

le
 B

 

EY Copy Me 
Christmas Performance 

Songs 
Sing a Spring Song  Little Acorn  Stop Go Fast Slow Minibeasts 

Y1/2 Hands, Feet, Heart Ho Ho Ho I Wanna Play in A Band Zootime Friendship Song 
Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 

Y3/4 Mamma Mia Glockenspiel Stage 2 Stop! Lean on Me! Blackbird 
Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 

Y5/6 Happy Classroom Jazz 2 A New Year Carol You’ve Got A Friend Music and Me 
Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 

 

  



  

Cycle A 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Ea

rl
y 

Y
e

ar
s Happy and you know it  Christmas Performance Busy in the garden Growing Rhythms Space Under the Sea 

1. Can you tap the triangle?/bang the 
drum?/shake the tambourine? 

2. How does this instrument make a 
sound? 

1. How can we make our singing loud 
and clear? 

2. What actions can we make up to go 
with our song? 

1. Which instrument might make a 
sound that reminds us of ….? 

2. How does playing this instrument 
make you feel? 

1. How many syllables can you hear in 
this word? 

2. Can you clap it? 
3. Can we compose a rhythm? 

1. What does this music make you think 
of? 

2. Can we make movements to match 
the music? 

1. Do you recognise this tune? 
2. Can we change the word to make a 

song about sea creatures? 

 
Hey You! 

Rhythm in The Way We 
Walk and Banana Rap 

In the Groove Round and Round Your Imagination Reflect, Rewind and Replay 

Y
e
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 1
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1. How do pulse, rhythm and pitch work 
together in hip hop music? 

2. Can you find the pulse? 
3. Can you clap rhythms? 
4. Can you rap the verse? 
5. Can you play a glockenspiel to 

accompany the song? 
6. Can you play a recorder to 

accompany the song? 

1. What are the characteristics of 
reggae music? 

2. Can you sing the song ‘Rhythm in the 
way we walk?’ 

3. Can you perform the song without 
instruments? 

4. What is rap music? 
5. Can you find the pulse and the 

rhythm? 
6. Can you perform the song, allocating 

singing/rapping parts? 

1.  How would you describe blues 
music? 

2. How would you describe baroque 
music? 

3. How would you describe latin music? 
4. How would you describe bhangra 

music?  
5. How would you describe folk music? 
6. How would you describe funk music? 

1. How would you describe the Latin 
Bossa Nova piece of music? 

2. Can you find the rhythm and pulse in 
the music? 

3. Can you play a glockenspiel to 
accompany the song? 

4. Can you play a recorder to 
accompany the song? 

5. Can you clap and improvise? 
6. When performing, can you sing and 

play instrumental parts? 

1. Can you learn and sing the song ‘Your 
Imagination’? 

2. Can you sing the song and play 
instrumental parts within the song? 

3. Can you sing the song and improvise 
using voices and/or instruments 
within the song? 

4. Can you sing the song and perform 
composition(s) within the song? 

5. Can you prepare and deliver a 
performance? 

 

1. Can you find and describe the pulse? 
2. Can you find the beat and the 

rhythm? 
3. Can you compare high and low pitch? 
4. Can you explain tempo? 
5. Can you remember and perform 

songs from this year? 
 

 Let Your Spirit Fly! Glockenspiel Stage 1 Three Little Birds The Dragon Song Bring Us Together 
Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 

Y
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1. What is the style of this music and 
how is the song put together? 

2. Which part of the song are you going 
to learn to sing? 

3. Can you accompany the song by 
playing a glockenspiel? 

4. Can you accompany the song by 
playing a recorder? 

5. Can you compose with the song, 
using a 3-note set? 

6. Can you sing and play during the 
instrumental section? 

1. Can I play the glockenspiel using the 
notes D and E? 

2. Can I play a piece of music using 2 
notes and read notation? 

3. Can I copy back music patterns? 
4. Can I play a piece of music using the 

notes D,E and F? 
5. Can I play using 3 notes and reading 

notation? 
6. Can I write and perform my own 

composition using 2 notes? 

1. Do you like the piece of music and 
what style is it? 

2. Can you complete the rhythm and 
pitch challenges? 

3. Can you accompany the song by 
playing a glockenspiel? 

4. Can you accompany the song by 
playing a recorder? 

5. Can you improvise using 2 notes? 
6. Can you choose an activity to 

accompany your performance of the 
song? 

1. Can you learn to sing the song? 
2. Can you sing the chorus in two 

parts? 
3. Can you play your instruments as a 

backing track? 
4. Can you listen and copy back using 

the notes G,A and B? 
5. Can you take it in turns to improvise 

using the notes G,A and B? 
6. Can you perform the song together, 

making sure you only sing the part 
allocated to you? 

1. Can you learn and sing the song 
‘Bringing us together?’ 

2. Can you sing the song and play 
instrumental parts within the song? 

3. Can you sing the song and improvise 
using voices within the song? 

4. Can you sing the song and improvise 
using instruments within the song? 

5. Can you create a class melody to 
play over the chorus? 

6. Can you perform in front of others? 

1. Can you explain what classical music 
is? 

2. Can you remember the names of 
instruments and their sounds? 

3. Can you talk about the work of a 
composer? 

4. Can you explain what a rhythm grid 
is? 

5. Can you talk about the dimensions of 
music? 

6. Can you perform songs you have 
learned this year? 

 Living on A Prayer Classroom Jazz 1 Make You Feel My Love 
The French Prince  

of Bel-Air 
Dancing in The Street 

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay 

Y
e

ar
 5

/6
 

1. What is the style of music and how is 
the song put together? 

2. Can you play a recorder or  
glockenspiel to accompany the song? 

3. Can you complete the bronze, silver 
or gold challenges improvising with 
the song? 

4. Can you copy back improvised 
instrumental patterns? 

5. Can you compose with the song, 
using a 3-note or a 5-note set? 

6. Can you perform the song, singing 
and playing during the instrumental 
sections? 

1. What is the style of this music and 
what instruments can you hear? 

2. Can you play the tune using note 
names? 

3. Can you perform the piece ‘Bossa 
Nova 3?’ 

4. Can you compare the first piece with 
‘5 note swing?’ 

5. Can you improvise using the notes 
D,E,G,A and B? 

6. Can you perform the piece ‘5 note 
swing?’ 

1. Can you copy back on rhythm and 
pitch challenges? 

2. Can you sing the song in tune? 
3. Can you play a backing track? 
4. Can you improvise using the notes 

C,D and E? 
5. Can you compose with the song, 

using a 3-note or 5-note set? 
6. Can you sing and improvise during 

the instrumental parts? 

1. What are the characteristics of old 
school hip hop? 

2. Can you sing/rap the song? 
3. Can you accompany the song with a 

glockenspiel or recorder? 
4. Can you improvise, using one or two 

of the rifts you have learned? 
5. Can you complete the vocal 

improvisation practice exercises? 
6. Can you perform the song without 

instruments? 

1. How is Dancing in the Street 
constructed? 

2. Can you play along to Dancing in the 
Street? 

3. Where could improvisation add to 
Dancing in the Street? 

4. Can you create a composition to 
Dancing in the Street? 

5. How can you improve your 
composition? 

6. Can you perform Dancing in the 
Street? 

1. What is the effect of the high and 
low voices in the music? 

2. What do you know about the 
composer Rachel Portman? 

3. What is important when composing 
music for films? 

4. What do you know about the 
duration of notes? 

5. What are dynamics in music? 
6. Can you perform all the songs you 

have learned this year? 

  



 Cycle B 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 
Ea

rl
y 

Y
ea

rs
 Copy Me Christmas Performance  Sing a Spring Song Little Acorns  Stop, Go, Fast Slow Minibeasts  

1. Can you make a quiet / loud sound? 
2. Can you copy my sound pattern? 
3. Can you make up a rhythm for us to 

copy? 

1. How can we make our singing loud 
and clear? 

2. What actions can we make up to go 
with our song? 

1. What is this song about? 
2. How does it make you feel? 
3. Is the beat fast or slow? 

1. How can we make this instrument 
make a quiet and a loud sound? 

2. Can we make the sound start off 
very quiet and get louder and 
louder? 

1. What does this card mean? 
2. What do you need to do when you 

see this card? 
3. Can you play your instrument 

quickly? …slowly? 

1. What minibeast do you think this 
music is about? 

2. Why did the composer choose to use 
fast music for bees? 

3. What do you like/ not like about the 
music? 

 
Hands, Feet, Heart Ho Ho Ho I Wanna Play in A Band Zootime Friendship Song 

Reflect, Rewind and 
Replay 

Y
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1. Can you talk about the style of the 
South African music? 

2. Can you sing the song? 
3. Can you play glockenspiels to 

accompany the song? 
4. Can you play recorders to 

accompany the song? 
5. Can you improvise with the song? 
6. Can you perform the song in front of 

others? 

1. Can you rap/sing the song? 
2. Can you use your body to find the 

pulse? 
3. Can you play glockenspiels to 

accompany the song? 
4. Can you play recorders to 

accompany the song? 
5. Can you perform the song in front of 

others, singing and playing during 
the instrumental section? 

1. Can you use your body to find the 
pulse? 

2. Can you find the rhythm? 
3. Can you play glockenspiels to 

accompany the song? 
4. Can you play recorders to 

accompany the song? 
5. Can you use your voice and 2 notes 

to improvise with the song? 
6. Can you perform the song in front of 

others, including a section where 
you add your own compositions? 

1. Can you listen to, and appraise, the 
song ‘Zootime’? 

2. Can you find the pulse and rhythm? 
3. Can you play glockenspiels to 

accompany the song? 
4. Can you play recorders to 

accompany the song? 
5. Can you use your voice and 2 notes 

to improvise with the song? 
6. Can you create a class composition 

using 5 notes? 

1. Can you find the pulse/ rhythm as 
you listen to the music? 

2. Can you sing the song – allocating 
lead vocal and second vocal parts? 

3. Can you play glockenspiels to 
accompany the song? 

4. Can you play recorders to 
accompany the song? 

5. Can you take it in turns to improvise 
using a glockenspiel? 

6. Can you perform in front of others, 
with lead and second vocal parts? 

1. Can you talk about the role of the 
stringed instruments in ‘Peer Gynt 
Suite?’? 

2. What is pitch? 
3. What is rhythm and can you use a 

rhythm grid? 
4. What is tempo? 
5. How is music written down? 
6. Can you perform all the songs from 

this year? 

 Mamma Mia Glockenspiel Stage 2 Stop! Lean on Me! Blackbird 
Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 
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1. Can you learn to sing the song 
‘Mamma Mia’? 

2. What are the similarities and 
differences between ‘Mamma Mia’ 
and ‘Dancing Queen’? 

3. Can you accompany the song with 
instruments? 

4. Can you play your instrument and 
improvise? 

5. What are the style indicators of 
Abba’s music? 

6. Can you perform the song in front of 
an audience? 

1. Can you copy back a rhythm using D 
and E? 

2. Can you play from memory using 
C,D,E and F? 

3. Can you play a duet? 
4. Can you play by reading notation? 
5. Can you play more complex rhythmic 

patterns? 
6. Can you create your own 

composition? 

1. Can you talk about the style of the 
music? 

2. What are the similarities and 
differences between ‘Stop!’ and 
‘Gotta be my secret agent’? 

3. Can you compose your own rap? 
4. What is the hook? 
5. Can you sing the song and perform 

compositions? 
6. Can you perform the song in front of 

an audience? 

1. Can you learn and sing the song 
‘Lean on me’? 

2. What are the similarities and 
differences between ‘Lean on me’ 
and ‘He still loves me’? 

3. Can you accompany the song with 
instruments? 

4. Can you play your instrument and 
improvise? 

5. What are the style indicators of the 
music? 

6. Can you perform the song in front of 
others? 

1. Can you learn and sing the song 
‘Blackbird’? 

2. What are the similarities and 
differences between ‘Blackbird’ and 
‘Yellow Submarine’? 

3. Can you accompany the song with 
instruments? 

4. Can you play your instrument and 
improvise? 

5. What have you learned about The 
Beatles? 

6. Can you perform the song in front of 
an audience? 

1. Can you explain what classical music 
is? 

2. Can you remember the names of 
instruments and their sounds? 

3. Can you talk about the work of a 
composer? 

4. Can you explain what a rhythm grid 
is? 

5. Can you talk about the dimensions of 
music? 

6. Can you perform songs you have 
learned this year? 

 Happy Classroom Jazz 2 A New Year Carol You’ve Got A Friend Music and Me 
Reflect, Rewind and 

Replay 
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1. Why is posture and alignment 
important when you are singing? 

2. Can you complete a vocal warm up? 
Why do singers do this? 

3. Why are breathing exercises 
important for singers? 

4. Why are sliding exercise important 
for singers? 

5. Can you compose with the song, 
using a 3-note or 5-note set? 

6. Can you choose an activity to 
accompany your performance of the 
song? 

1. Can you listen to and appraise jazz 
music? 

2. Can you play the song with notation 
and note names? 

3. Can you play the middle eight by 
ear? 

4. Why are sliding exercise important 
for singers? 

5. Can you create a group composition 
using 5 notes? 

6. Can you improvise using 3 notes? 
7. Can you perform your jazz 

composition? 

1. How does the music make the story 
more interesting in Britten,s ‘A New 
Year Carol?’ 

2. How do vocal warm ups develop 
tone and range? 

3. Can you sing ‘A New Year Carol?’ 
4. Which version of the song do you 

prefer? 
5. Can you perform both versions of the 

song? 
 
 

1. How is the song structured? 
2. Can you sing the song, choosing if 

you want to be a main or second 
vocal part? 

3. Can you play glockenspiels and 
recorders for a section of the song? 

4. Can you complete a bronze, silver or 
gold improvisation challenge? 

5. Can you create a group composition 
using a mix of instruments? 

6. Can you sing and play your 
composition? 

1. What do you know about modern 
female composers? 

2. Who is Anna Meredith and what 
have you learned about her music? 

3. Who is Shiva Feshareki and what 
have you learned about her music ? 

4. Who is Eska Mtungwazi and what 
have you learned about her music? 

5. Who is Afrodeutsche and what have 
you learned about her? 

6. Can you write your own song lyrics? 

1. What do you know about the 
composer Jon Boden and his 
contribution to folk music? 

2. Can you accompany a chosen style of 
music on a recorder? 

3. Can you accompany a chosen style of 
music on a glockenspiel ? 

4. What is timbre in music? 
5. What is texture in music? 
6. Can you perform songs you have 

learned this year? 

 


