
 YEAR 1 - YEAR 6 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW 
ENGLISH 
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Reading 
Stories on a Theme: 

Feelings 
Poems on a Theme:  

Night Poems 
Recounts: 

Animal Diaries 
Modern Fiction: 

Contemporary Picture Books 
Information Texts:  

Food Stories 
Stories on a Theme:  
USA Picture Books 

Poems on a Theme: 
Houses and Homes 

Information Texts: 
Interviews 

Writing 
Writing to Entertain 

A story including feelings 

Writing to Perform 
Acrostic poems and 

rhyming couplets 

Writing to Inform 
A diary for a character 

from a story 

Writing to Entertain 
A story inspired by a shared text 

Writing to Inform 
Instructions 

Writing to Entertain 
A story inspired by 

Where the Wild Things 
Are 

Writing to Describe 
Imagine and describe an 

ideal house 

Writing to Inform 
Class information books 

on birds 

Spelling, 
Punctuation  

and Grammar 

Different sentences: 
statements, questions 

exclamations.  
Co-ordinating and 

subordinating 
conjunctions 

Adjectives and adverbs 
for description  

Spelling plurals and 
collective nouns 

Verbs and tense – 
simple past and present  

Days of the week – 
using capital letters 

correctly 

Prefixes (un) and suffixes (er, est) 
Different sentences – questions, 

statements, commands and 
exclamations 

Descriptive writing – expanded noun 
and prepositional phrases 

Commas in lists. 
 Spelling plurals 

Co-ordination and 
subordination 

The past and present 
tenses, including the 

progressive form 

Descriptive writing 
Rhyming with suffixes: 

ing,er and ly 

Punctuation in different 
types of sentences 

Adjectives and qualifying 
adverbs in descriptive 

writing 
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Reading 
Traditional Tales: 
The Wolf’s Secret 

Poems on a Theme: 
Poetry from Art 

Reports: 
Saving Species  

Stories on a Theme: 
 Daily Life 

Information Texts:  
Water 

Classic Fiction: 
Harry’s Mad 

Classic Poems: 
Fun with sounds and 

images 

Information Texts: 
Transport  

Writing 
Writing to Entertain  
An adventure story 

Writing to Describe 
Descriptive poetry 

Writing to Inform  
 Research endangered 

animals and take action 

Writing to Entertain  
Write a daily life story 

Writing to Inform  
Write an information page about  

Kielder Water 

Writing to Entertain  
Humorous animal story 

Writing to Describe and 
Perform  

Inspired by humorous 
poems, write dialogue, 
description and poetry 

Writing to Inform 
 Design a brochure 

Spelling, 
Punctuation  

and Grammar 

Verbs and the present 
perfect tense  

Identifying and using 
adverbials, including 
fronted adverbials 

Prepositions and 
adverbs 

Punctuating direct 
speech 

Extended noun phrases 
Paragraphs 

Punctuating direct speech - roleplay 
Verbs and the present perfect form 

Using conjunctions and prepositions 
to express time, cause and place 

Using pronouns to aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition 

Adverbials and fronted 
adverbials, paragraphs 

and headings 

Dialogue punctuation 
Fronted adverbials 

Expanded noun phrases 
Punctuating speech 
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Reading 
Adventure stories:  

The Girl Who Stole an 
Elephant  

Poems on a Theme: 
 Hope  

Recounts: 
Races in frozen places  

Fantasy: 
Howl’s Moving Castle 

Information Text: 
Re-wilding research 

Adventure Stories: 
The Explorer 

Classic Poems:  
Selected by Michael 

Rosen 

Instructions and 
Explanations:  
Fake News  

Writing 
Writing to Entertain 

Writing and performing 
playscripts  

Writing to Perform  
Write an article for  
The Book of Hope 

Writing to Inform  
 Newspaper recount -  

The Great Serum Race  

Writing to Entertain  
Writing a film review and a story 

Writing to Inform  
Writing reports 

Writing to Entertain  
Plan and write an 

exciting chapter of  
The Explorer 

Writing to Perform  
Writing a memory 

poem. Debate classic 
poetry. 

Writing to Inform  
Create and present a 
guide on Fake News 

Spelling, 
Punctuation  

Grammar 

Writing integrated 
dialogue. Noun phrases 

Inverted commas  

Relative clauses 
Commas, colons, and 

semi-colons 

Adverbs of possibility 
and modal verbs. 

Bullets, colons, and 
semi-colons 

Relative clauses  
Devices to build cohesion between 

and within paragraphs  

Cohesive devices  
Active and passive voice 

Relative clauses. 
Describing settings 
Informal and formal 
language – realistic 

dialogue  

Adverbs of possibility 
and modal verbs  

Register and vocabulary 
– capturing through 

language 

 Modal verbs and 
adverbs – headlines, 

speculation, and codes of 
conduct  

Bullets, colons, and semi-
colons for lists 
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Reading 
Traditional 

Tales/Fables:  
The Story Blanket 

Poems by Same Poet: 
Edward Lear 

Letters and Postcards 
Classic Fiction: 
Beatrix Potter 

Information Texts: 
Incredible Creatures 

Stories by Same Author 
Malorie Blackman 

Poems on a Theme: 
Rainbows and Colours 

Instructions: 
Cleaner world 

Writing 
Writing to Entertain 
Plan and write your 
own version of story 

Writing to Perform  
Write a sequel to The 
Owl and the Pussycat 

Writing to Inform  
Write a letter to Father 

Christmas 

Writing to Entertain  
Write a new version of  

The Two Bad Mice 

Writing to Inform  
Write a blog post about how 

 to help wildlife 

Writing to Entertain 
Write a story inspired by 

Malorie Blackman  

Writing to Perform  
Respond to and write 

poems 

Writing to Inform  
Write instructions and 

explanations 

Spelling, 
Punctuation  

Grammar 

Subordination and 
coordination 

Past tense and, simple 
and progressive forms 

Nouns and adjectives 
Noun phrases 

Adding prepositional 
phrases 

Different sentence types – 
questions, statements and 

comments 
Expanded noun phrases 

Verbs – present and past tense 
Sentence punctuation  

Sentence punctuation 
Subordinating conjunctions 

Subordinate clauses 

Subordination 
The past tense – simple 
and progressive forms 

Add the suffixes –ness 
and –less to root words 
Sentence demarcation 

Expanded noun phrases 

Different forms of 
sentences 

Sentence punctuation 
Verbs and tenses 
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Reading 
Stories on a Theme: 

Feeling at Home 
Anthologies: 

Poetry for Change 
Instruction/Explanations: 

Keeping Healthy 
Fairy Tales: 

Alternative Versions 
Biographies: 

Extraordinary Animals 
Fantasy: 

Amazing Adventures 
Poetry: 

Shaping the World 
Explanations: 

Modern technology 

Writing 
Writing to Entertain  

A story 
Writing to Perform  

Poems about a change 
Writing to Inform 

 A guide for a happy mind 

Writing to Entertain  
Write mixed up fairy tales 

Writing to Inform  
Write an illustrated biography 

Writing to Entertain 
Write a story sequel 

Writing to 
Perform/Inform 

Write biographies and 

shape poems 

Writing to Inform  
Invent and write 

explanations for a new 
technology 

Spelling, 
Punctuation  

Grammar 

Prepositions 
Punctuating direct 

speech 

Prepositions for time, 
place and cause 

Expanded noun phrases 

Paragraphs and headings 
Possessive apostrophes, 

singular and plural. 
Commas in lists 

Punctuating direct speech 
Verbs and the present perfect form 

Paragraphs and headings 
Adverbials and fronted adverbials 

Identifying and using 
adverbials, including 
fronted adverbials 

Verbs and the present 
perfect tense 

Fronted adverbials 
Investigating words 

Extend sentences using 
wider range of 
conjunctions 

Nouns, pronouns and 
precise language 
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Reading 
Stories on a Theme: 

Difference 

Poems on a Theme: 
Poems from a green and 

blue plane 

Biographies: 
The Undefeated 

Short Stories: 
African stories 

Persuasive Writing: 
Advertising and Influencing 

Graphic Novels:  
When stars are scattered 

Poems on a Theme: 
Migration 

Information Texts: 
 Kings and Queens 

Writing 
Writing to Entertain  
A letter and a story 

Writing to Perform  
Colour Poems 

Writing to Inform 
Biographies 

Writing to Entertain  
Short story about a magical power 

Writing to Persuade  
Campaign Blog 

Writing to Entertain  
Create graphic novel 

pages 

Writing to Perform  
Write poetry inspired by 

the poems of Rachel 
Rooney 

Writing to Inform 
Research and 

information writing 

Spelling, 
Punctuation  

Grammar 

Expanded noun 
phrases to convey 

information concisely 
Formal and informal 

language 

Punctuation in poetry 
Vocabulary in poetry 

Devices to build cohesion 
between and within 

paragraphs 
Formal language including 

use of subjunctive 

Relative clauses – character, setting 
Formal and informal 
language/dialogue 

Adverbs of possibility & modal verbs 
Subjunctive form 

Writing integrated 
dialogue 

Adverbs of possibility and 
modal verbs 

Adverbs of possibility and 
modal verbs 

Punctuation in poetry 

Formal and informal 
language 

Active and passive voice 

 


